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"EFPA takes over cleanup of Mahoning River site

By JOE LAVALIR
Tiibuna Chranicie
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WARREN n« The LIS, Environmental Protection Ageney hay taken over eleanup at the
Mahonispslde Generaring Piant and will pay for e completion,

171 5605

The sity is brying to restore the Mahoning Avenue site .. which haused a furn-of.the-cantury power
plant that was demolished in 1999 -« to make it atiraetive for economic development.
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Kendall Moote, environmental speciallst with the LPA's Chicage office, sald the project has been

designated a "Superfund Emergency Responss® site, which means it will be cleaned up with federal
manéy,

EPA officials ars already at the site conducting tests and removing soil.
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In April, the federal agency became involved berause of the discavery of polychlorinated biphenyls

(PCEs), a carclnogen. McCabe Eliflneeﬂng of Richfield discovered soil samplas batween 4,500 and
18,000 parts per million of PCRs

uring testing of wndurground soil in March, The EFA investigates.
any ite that hes 50 parts per miltion or mora of PCRs.
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‘While the agency had an advisery role through the summer, Moore said it decided to take over the
roject when it became apparent the city had nn out of maney. The city, through 2 series of siate
oans, grants and private donations, already had paid $2.3 million for the cleanup. With Warren's

poor financlal condition -- 34 employees are laid off - the clty couldn't affosd o keep the project
g,

"We did not see it as 4 site that sheuld remnin idle for aix months or longes," Moore said. VIhe

proximity to the Mahoning River posed enough of & risk for us to go shead and pay for the
remalnder ol ihe project.”

While it's unlikely thet the site coul] have posed an environmentai or heaith risk, Moore sald it

makes sense to remove the risk of PCBs mgmting to the Mahoning River and infiltrating the
environment.

Moors said he's not sure how much more money will be needsd, because of uncartainty regarding
what still could be found at the gite.

Mark Durno, BPA'S on-scene coardingtor, sald work began at ihie site tnst week, with contarainaied
2l being remeved from vnderground pipes, sumps snd conduits.

He 2aid the 2oil i beiag shippad o a toxie waste landfiil near Buffalo, whete the contam inated
meterialg oan't cacape.

Dumo said a new contractor has taken over the project - Environmental Quality ivianagocment of
Clanehmatl, Dumo sald MeCaba 1 being retalbed as a subcontractor.

He said over the nest wonth or s, vontmcturs will conducl muers Lests 1 gauga the exieat of the

p})l.'ah!:.:rln. He zaid they will alse likely perform e health risk analyais befors desiding what to do with
the Boil.

Dumo said depending oo how the test resulis tum out, they could excavate or encapsulate the soil.

Ed MeCabe, preaident of MeCabe Enginsering, sunid his corapany had been dedng limited work --
underground watar treatment and pumping -- until the federal EPA came aboard.

"We had 3 Int of hepe that they would take over,” MzCabe paid. "This is sxcellent news for the city
of Warren, thal the 1.5, BPA ok immediate steps to protect the environment angd make sure the
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grojeet is completed.”
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24U Frenksin & | Wamen, Ohio
730.041.1600 (ioca] | 568.350.TRIS {toll-free)
W you have any probiema, qusstions, or commonts reparding
the WEBSITE DNLY, piedsa contact The Webmasber
For all othor sommanns, pivase see our contack sssticn.
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